The Archaeology and Ethnography of Central Africa provides the fi rst detailed description of the prehistory of the Loango coast of West-Central Africa over the course of more than 3,000 years. The archaeological data presented in this volume comes from a pivotal area through which, as linguistic and historical reconstructions have long indicated, Bantu-speaking peoples expanded before reaching eastern and southern Africa. Despite its historical importance, the prehistory of the Atlantic coastal regions of West-Central Africa has until now remained almost unknown. James Denbow off ers an imaginative approach to this subject, integrating the scientifi c side of fi eldwork with the interplay of history, ethnography, politics, economics, and personalities. The resulting "anthropology of archaeology" highlights the connections between past and present, change and modernity, in one of the most inaccessible and poorly known regions of West-Central and southern Africa.
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Printed in the United States of America The people who have read parts or all of the manuscript and provided their commentary have contributed more than they could know. My wife Jocelyne Denbow, who has lived through most of the adventures described here and many more, helped edit the manuscript with good humor and love. My good friend Morongwa Mosothwane also read through and commented on most of the chapters and helped steer me around some pitfalls. Colin Barrett read the manuscript and tried to teach me the arcane and mysterious diff erences between hyphens, en-dashes, and em-dashes -a subject of which I had been blissfully unaware my whole life. Other readers included Jan Vansina, K. Kris Hurst, Carla Klehm, Ed Wilmsen, Kate de Luna, and an anonymous reviewer who provided detailed comments for which I am extremely grateful. Fran ç ois Camus, Gilbert Courtois, Terry Robinson, Joseph Kimfoko-Maddungou, and Aim é Manima-Moubouha provided help and friendship in many ways during the years in which we worked in the Congo. My student Ruth Hargus helped with early ceramic analyses. I also benefi ted from conversations and correspondence over the years with Barnard Clist, whom I visited in Gabon, Pierre de Maret who was kind enough to put me up in Brussels, and Eileen Kose who shared her Namiba fi ndings with me.
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For my Botswana research I have benefi ted from so many people that I cannot possibly mention them all in the context of this book. For the work in the Tsodilo Hills and Matlapaneng of Northwestern Botswana, I continue to remember the late Alex Matseka who worked as my assistant for many years. I also miss the late Alec Campbell who was the driving force in founding the National Museum of Botswana and tirelessly encouraged the archaeological investigation of Tsodilo. Ed Wilmsen and I worked together there at Nqoma and Divuyu, and also at Matlapaneng -he under his National Science Foundation grant and I in my position with the National Museum of Botswana. Over the years, Mike and Kerstin Main, Tom Huff man, and Phenyo Thebe and his family have at various times provided vehicles, a roof over my head, friendship, help with bureaucrats, and a feeling of having a home away from home. Thank you.
